
A gnostic Supernature transcends all the values of our normal ignorant nature; 

our standards and values are created by ignorance and therefore cannot deter-

mine the life of Supernature. At the same time our present nature is a derivation 

from Supernature and is not a pure ignorance but a half-knowledge; it is there-

fore reasonable to suppose that whatever spiritual truth there is in or behind its 

standards and values will reappear in the higher life, not as standards, but as ele-

ments transformed, uplifted out of the ignorance and raised into the true harmony 

of a more luminous existence. As the universalised spiritual individual sheds the 

limited personality, the ego, as he rises beyond mind to a completer knowledge in 

Supernature, the conflicting ideals of the mind must fall away from him, but what 

is true behind them will remain in the life of Supernature. The gnostic conscious-

ness is a consciousness in which all contradictions are cancelled or fused into 

each other in a higher light of seeing and being, in a unified self-knowledge and 

world knowledge. The gnostic being will not accept the mind’s ideals and stan-

dards; he will not be moved to live for himself, for his ego, or for humanity or for 

others or for the community or for the State; for he will be aware of something 

greater than these half-truths, of the Divine Reality, and it is for that he will live, 

for its will in himself and in all, in a spirit of large universality, in the light of the 

will of the Transcendence. For the same reason there can be no conflict between 

self-affirmation and altruism in the gnostic life, for the self of the gnostic being is 

one with the self of all, –– no conflict between the ideal of individualism and the 

collective ideal, for both are terms of a greater Reality and only in so far as either 

expresses the Reality or their fulfilment serves the will of the Reality, can they 

have a value for his spirit. But at the same time what is true in the mental ideals 

and dimly figures in them will be fulfilled in his existence; for while his conscious-

ness exceeds the human values so that he cannot substitute mankind or the 

community or the State or others or himself for God, the affirmation of the divine 

in himself and a sense of the Divine in others and the sense of oneness with 

humanity, with all other beings, with all the world because of the Divine in them 

and a lead towards a greater and better affirmation of the growing Reality in them 

will be part of his life-action. But what he shall do will be decided by the Truth of 

the Knowledge and Will in him, a total and infinite Truth that is not bound by any 

single mental law or standard but acts with freedom in the whole reality, with re-

spect for each truth in its place and with a clear knowledge of the forces at work 

and the intention in the manifesting Divine Nisus (definition: connive, impulse, 

effort) at each step of cosmic evolution and in each event and circumstance.
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